Inherited disorders of ion transport in the intestine.
Within the past year, it has been established that the gene mutated in the human disorder congenital chloride diarrhea encodes a major Cl-/HCO3- exchanger at the apical membrane of gut epithelial cells. A major apical Na+/H+ exchanger has also been identified. New insight into metal ion absorption has been gained, and several new transporters without cognate diseases have been cloned.